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M(JSC-^W OOKRASNAYA ZVEZCAOO IN RUSSIAN 8 JAN 84 SECOND EDITION P 2 
(fRCPORT by lieutenant COLONEL ti, SKRIZ HALIM* KRASNAYA 
-ZV€-<^A CORRCSPONOENT* UNCER THE RUBRIC «0N AFSHAN S0IL«t 
"HONENTS OF HEROISM")) 

<(T£XT)) the district of KHOyST IN THE SOUTHEAST OF AFGHANISTAN 
■PAKI 3TANI TERR IT CRY LIKE A KIND OF PENINSULA* FOR A 
LONrilME ms REGION HAS BEEN CONSIOERED AS ONE OF . THE MOST 
INACCESSIBLE* THE tOZHACRAN) HIGH MOUNTAIN RIDSE AND THE yESTERN 
-SP-UR-S- OF- SPI N SHAR BLCCK IT OFF FROM THE REST OF THE COUNTRY* 

AT THE SAME TIME, THE ABSENCE OF ANY SISMIFICANT NATURAL BARRIERS 
ALONS THE CJaROER UITH PAKISTAN RENDERS THE KHOYST VALLEY A 
■-CDNV^NI ENT CHANNEL FOR THE ENTRY, OF GOUNTCRRCVOLUTI OMARY GANSS 
TNT0 THE DRA FROM THE NEIOHeCRING COUNTRY. THE 0USHHAN3 HERE 
ARE'EVEN: SUPPLIEC NITH AFTILLERY ANO THE BANDITS ARE HELPED BY 
■FOI^I ION INSTRUCT CFS TC USE IT, 

THERE ARE FEW ROADS IN THIS DISTRICT. THE SHORTASE OF ROADS 
AT TIMES HAKES IT PREFERABLE TO TRANSPORT MUCH NATIONAL ECONOMIC 
- FREI-CHt, AND ESPECIALLY THE MOST ESSENTIAL ITEMS* BY AIR, THE 
AIR CATEyAY TO KH0W3T IN NO MAY RESEMBLES A HOOE'RN AIRPORT* 

THE AIRFIELD THERrE IS ONE OF THE HOST DIFF ICULT IN AFSHANISTAN: 

-A -PA-GKED-FARTH RUNMAY, C LOSE PRO KIMI TY OF MOUNT .A INS , MINIMUM 
AVAILABILITY OF RADAR EQUIPMENT, IN ADDITION# IT IS NOT UNUSUAL 
AHCRA-T and HELICOPTERS TG COME UNDER FIRE FROM OUSHMANS. 
CAGH-.-FLICHT MISSION THERE DEMANDS HIGH PROFESSIONAL SKILL AND 
COURAGE* 

BUT HARDSHIPS 00 NOT STOP THE AF6H AN :;PI LOTS AND TRANSPORT FLIERS 
- ~ UNCLASSIFIED 
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-SOWET tIHI-T£0 WLITARY - THeY -KMOW THAT TH€ 

PEOPLE OF KHOWST ARE MAITINQ FOR THE FREIGHT SROUSHT TO THEM BY THE 
AH-12*S AHD AN-26*3. yHILE THE yCA THE R PERM ITS IT IS r#:CESSAF¥ 1C 
- -HUTLT STOCKS OF FOeO, PETROLEUM PRODOGTSs AMO MARH CLOTHING* 

...TO START WlTHf THE FLIGHT CARRIED OUT BY THE CRtk’ CF THE 
AN-12 SOVIET TRAfVSPORT FFOH KABUL TO KHOyST AND BACK WAS ALMOST IN 

40-^AP- OlfFERENT FRtOM OlTEENS OF PRC Vi CUS rSNE/S* THEIR LAMO INS 

PU'NCTILOUSLY OBSERVED ALL THE STRICT LAMflING eONOITIONS ESTABLISHEO 
= 0R KHOyST AIRFIELD.; AS USUAL, THO. TiXTCD TO ■ THE STAND aHERE THE 

VE-Hi-e-LES MERE HA IT IMG FOR THEM. UNLOADING STARTED HITHOUT DELAY. 

CAPTAIN VIKTOR TSARALOV, THE AIRCRAFT COHMANDFR» WAS IN CHARSE. 

TO START WITH, THEY UNLOADED THE MATTRESSES ANO BLANKETS FROM 

£ THE :AIRCFAf T. THEN CAME THE TURN OF THE SAS-OLINE* 

THE^-FIRST TANK, HELD BY STEEL ROPES aENEATH THE CRANE J!8, MOVED 
SLOWLY DOWN THE HOLD TOyARO THE TAIL SATE. A FEW SECONDS MORE, 

AMI-LIEUTENANT OF TECHNICAL SERVICES KONSTANTIN SEORGIADI, CREW 

TECHNICIAN FOR AVIATION LAND INS EQUIPMENT, WOULD HAVE LET IT DOWN 
ONTO THE BACK OF A TRUCK, THE AFGHAN LOADING wORKtRS WERE ALREADY 


ST-RCTCH-iN^ THEIR HANGS TCWARO IT. 

RIGHT AT THAT HQHtNT THERE WAS AN UNEKPECTEO EKPLOSION. A 
SREf-BLACK PLUME OF -SMOKE AND OUST ROSE ABOUT 380 METERS AWAY 
-FRDH- THE- AIRCRAFT, 

«OON»T STOPp*, THE CREW COMMANDER OROEREO. 

RIGHT THEN THE TRUCK'S BODY SETTLED UNDER 



THSI'SECOND AND THIRO SHELLS FELL ONE NEXT 
OF METERS AWAY, SPLINTEftS HAILED OOiiN ON 


THE TWO-TON WEIGHT OF 


TCI TH 
THE A 


-,.T44E--HC-Q.M-MAN0ER FELT 
MANAGED TO STAY ON 


A- DUL-i PAIN 
HIS FEET. ! 


IN HIS RIGHT SID 
:NSIGN NIKOLAY PO 


E OTHER, A MATTER 
IRCRAFT .FUSELAGE, 
AND OUST ABOUT 
NOMARENKO, 


SENIOR FLIGHT RADIO OPERATOR, GASPED WITH PAIN, 


«-LE-T-JLS -TAKE 0-~ F| ’ 
INia THE COCKPIT 


CAME THE ORDER FROM GAPT TSAR 
THROUGH. THE ESCAPE HATCH, CLUT 


ALOV, WHO 
CHINS THE 


RUSHEO 

SPLINTER 


HAND. 

IN HIS FOOT WHI 
ENSIGN NIKOLAY 
HURRIED TOWARD 
THE AIRCRAFT, W 


WOUNO ON HIS SIDE WITH HIS LEFT 
-I-N-P-UIR-IATEO, OVERCOMING T-H£ PAIN 
SHOT TD PIECES SY THE SPLINTER, 

FLIGHT RADIO OPERATOR ON BOARD* 

L-Q^FiAJQV-, ASSISTANT G-QMM A AOER OF 
IT. THE NAVISATCRf SEN ICR LIEUTENANT ALEKSANDR 
AND' THE SENIOR FLIGHT ENGINEER, SENIOR LIEUTENA 
TECi4MICAL SERVICES LEV KALYAGIN, SOT THERE 8FFD 
PICKED UP THEIR COMRADE^S LISTLESS SGOY. ,,, 

AS IT BECAME CLEAR LATER, CAPT TSARALOV HAD TAK 
-CQRFLECT DECISION UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES. THEY 
REMAINED AT THE AIRPORT FOR ,A MOM-FNT LONGER. I 
TH 'N THE FI^TH, SEVENTH, OR TENTH SHELL F IREC 8 
•WOULD HAVE HIT THE A IRCRAf T WITH THE ^SASOLINE T 

th: aiicraft could be; saved only by settins out 
BUT th: COHMANOER was wounded. he COULD NOT HO 
T-H-S-ASS IS-TANT CO-MMANOER MS LYI NS MOTIONLESS . 

NO STHER WAY OUT . ALL HIPES «ERt REST IN-S WI TH 
CQMMANOINS OFFICER. 

-IT W-AS -A MATTER OF SC.CONCS, ALL CRSy MEMBERS W 


CH HAD -SEEN 
PONOKARENKO, SENIOR 
LIEUTEMANT ALEKSEY 
HQ HAO FALLEN BENEATH 
STRETOVICH, 


NT 


OF 

HIM. 


THEY 


£N THE ONLY 
COULD NOT HAVE 
f NOTH THE FOURTH, 
Y THE OUSHMANS 
AMKS IN ITS HOLD. 

OF THEIRE, 

VE HIS RIGHT HAND. 
AND YET THERE WAS 


HIM, 


"H? 


HO WERE STILL Gi 



• m 
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FH-; AIRCRAFT FOR TAKC-OFf, F 

LT A. L09I^iQV*S HEART yAS BE ATTN6 : ITS thE RAOtO OPERAfQR 

,i4/U>;_STRUR-nLINS TC RETAIN COI^SCIOtiSNESS. A SOVIET OFFICER t UNO HAD 
JUMPED INTO THE AIRCRAFT yiTh THE CREy AND REMAINS, UNFORTUNATELY, 
UNKNOWN, MAS APPLYING A TOURNIQUET ON THE 0PEftAT0R*S LEG, yHICH yAS 
SP-OR-T-INIT SLasOD, HI TH HIS PANTS BELT. THIS OFFICER: ttAS ON HIS MAY 
^'1 KAaUL.^ MOM IT IS: HARD TC SAY MHAT MADE H I« JUMP INTO THE 
AIRCRAFT INSTEAD: OF THE S:H£LTER, WHERE HE COULD HAVE yAlTED OUT 
-THE-SHELLI NS A NO-FLOWN TC THE ORA CAPITAL UNDER CALHER CONDI T IONS 
ON ANOTHER FLIGHT* PUT F£ FLty WITH THE CRsEM HHICH HAD 
-U^-fER"D FIVE CASUALTIES OUT OF A TOTAL OF EIGHT MEMBERS, H£ FL£y 
_41-fM---TriaS£. WHO MiSHT N£EC HIS HELP, -ANO HE 010 GIVE HIS HELP, 

BOTH IN THE AIRCRAFT AND LATER, AFTER LANDING IN KABUL, HELPING 
TO SEND THE INJURED TO HCSPIT.AL* . AND AFIERyARS S, UNNOTICED BY 
,.A^Tya-NE^-4JNKN0yNt HE HAOE^ HIS WAY FROM THE AIRPORT TC THE CITY WHERE 
HIS BUSINESS AWAITED HIM, 

(M)RF> 8 JAN AZ/B£NNETT/DH 09/1AA6Z JAN 
- - . 
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REF =-PM3 914D 6 HOSCOy OOKRASNAYA ZVEZOAOO RUSSIAN 8 JAN/ //8USI NESS 
! AyAITED HIH. 

k> TAKE 2 OF 2 OOKRASN/5YA ZyEZDAOO: REBELS KILL USSR AIRMAN IN ORA 

attack 

PHOflAS 7 . 

((TEXT)) AT TAKE-OFF THE GOMMANOER 0EHAND£:0 FROM HIS AIRCRAFT 
^ shy THIN R OF yHICH IT WAS CAPABLE. AMO IT 010 NOT LET HIH OCMNf 
i DESPITE THE DAMAGE IT HAC SLFFEFED. AT KABUL AIRPORT THEY 
I DISCOVERED ABOUT 150 HOLES IN THE MINGS AND THE FUSELAGE# THE 

- -G^G-XtP-IT HAD •aEGOME OtECOM fRE SSLD # AND THE DRAG LINK FROM THE 

F- RIGHT-HAND CONTRCL STICK HAD BEEN DAMAGED. CNF. OF THE SPLINTERS . 

HAD 'PUNCTURED A GASOLINE TANK AND THE SASOLINE HAD RUN INTO THE 

L-- OXYGEN HAD fiEEN « LEAK INS" FROM THE PUNGTUREO OXYGEN SYSTEM. 

the: MIXTURE qf OXYGEN ANC GASOLINE FUMES COULD HAVE EXPLODED AT 
ANY MOMEiNT. 

UNOS^ TJORMAL CIRCUMSTANCCS ( ACCORDING TO 08LIGA TORY RULES) 

AN AIRCRAFT DOES NOT START MGVTNG UNTIL THE CR:Ey HAVE STARTED 
ALL^OUR ENGINES AND TESTEO ALL THEIR FUNCTIONS.. THIS TIME# 

NO SOONER HAD THE FIRST ENGINE PICK.FO UP REVOLUTIONS 
THAN TSARALOV STARTED ROLLING TOVARD THE TAKE-OFF POSITION# 

MOVING AWAY FROM THE FIRE. DURING TAXIING SENIOR LT OF TECHNICAL 

S-iRVICIS L. KALYAGIN STARTED TWO MORE ENGINES* THE LAST ONE PICKED 

UP THE NECE:SSARY revolutions in the MIDDLE of THE TAKE-OFF RUN. 
iiE: MITH THE TAIL ENC UNLOADED# THE AIRGRAFI ACQUIRED A FORWARD 

CENT-FR Or GRAVITY. THIS HADE IT OIFFIGULT TO LIFT OFF THE FORyARC 

SPITION OF THE BODY. CONTROLLING AN AIRCRA-T WITH A FORWARD CENTER 
GRAVITY OEMANCEO FROM THE PILOT MUCH GREATER PHYSICAL EFFORTS 
„ . ON- THE CONTROL STICK- THA A USUAL. ■ AND 7S ARALCV MAS WORKING WITH 

ONLY HIS LEFT HAND. THE SLIGHTEST. HOVfHENT WITH THE RISHT CAUSED 
! HIM UNBEARABLE PAIN, 

L- - iNCLASSIFir.D 
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; #IMSECF‘ SE-TAIi Hty-HE AW THE 

i SENIOR FLIS-iT ENGINEER WAHASED TO MANIPHLATE THE FLAPS# THE C0MTROE 
I STICK* AND THE ENGINE CONTROL LEVERS AMO TO LIFT THE CRAFT# «H0SE 

: i4a^r._4|4-s LEANING O-OHN TOWARD THE GROUNO# AT THE VERY END QF 

THE take-off strip. THE AIRCRAFT BANKED SHARPLY, AVOIDING THE 
MOUNTAINS# REACHED THE NECESSARY HEIGHT ABOVE THE AIRFIELD, AND 
-COURSE FOR KABUL:, . 

, SENIOR RADIO OPERATOR N., PONOKARENKC, yEAK-ENEO 8Y THE LOSS 3F 

3L05D, WAS UNABLE TO; SWITCH ON THE; ELECT RICA L E QUXPHENT WHEN THE 

-LNG4ASES STARTED. HC^ WA S REPLACED BY -L T Of TECHNieftL SERVICES K* 

SEORGIADI# CREW TECHNICIAN FOR AVIATION LANDING EQUIPHENT# WHO 
ALSO HAD A SPLINTER IN HIS LtS. GEORSIAOI»S POST WAS TAKEN BY THE 

4.S4LL0/T-A-IR GRAFT GUNNER# ENSIGN NIKOLAY KAROL IN AND THE AIRCRAFT 

; MECHANIC#: PRIVATE BEKHTIYAR OTERBAYEV# ynO C ONS lOEREO HI S OWN 
, HOUND n BE A HERE SCRATCH, THERE THEY WERE: -- WELL-COORDINATED 

AND -INTERchaNG tAeLFI CREW MEMBERS# CAPABLE OF ACTING WITH REOUCEO 

NUMBERS I 

BEFORE TAKEOFF AND IN THE AIR EACH CREW MEMBER WHO WAS ABLE 

^:to_ -Sanction WORKED for twg, karelin and otarsayev manaseo 

AT THE START OF THE TAKEGFF RUN TO VERY QUICKLY SECURE THE GASOLINE 
TANKS FROM WHICH THE SEC IR I NG MESS I NS HAD BEEN REHOVED DURING THE 
— l--UN-L0Ht-9mG' OPERATIONS, ■ THIS PREVENTEO A SHIFT 3F THE FREIGHT 

DURING THE RUN AND, OF CCURSE, AN UMEXPECTtO SHIFT IN THE TRANSPORT 
AIRCRAFT^S CENTER OF GRAVITY,... 

the -- 4IR CRAFT FLEW TO- KABUL AIRPORT WITHOUT BEING IN CONTACT 
{■' WITH THE GROUND, THE MAIN RAOl 0 WAS SILENT : PONOMARENKO WAS 
UNABLE TO OPERATE IT, ONLY ON THE APPROACH TO KABUL AIRPORT# 
|-^-----W#EI^-BI-STANCE: ANG CONDITIONS ENABLED GAPT TSARALQV TO ESTABLISH 

CONTACT ON HIS UHF PACIG# WAS THE INTERNATIOAL AIRPORT GIVEN ORDERS 
TO PREPARE TO RECEIVE' THE DAMAGED AIRCRAFT,,.. 

, AFT5R.«A-RCS THE COMHANOER SPOKE ABOUT HIS lANOINS WITH HIS 

CUSTOMARY^ brevity: 

«W£ MADE A DIRECT APPROACH TO KABUL. MET APPROACHED THE 

I ROMWAY-FROM -A DISTANCE FCUR TIMES SHORTER THAN NGRMAL..,, AMO 

LANOeo WITH A SHARP LEFT TURN." 

■ THIS IS HOM OFs^ICER YU. KRAVCHENKO# AN EXPERIENCEQ TRANSPORT 

j-- -PI-LOT# ASS-ESSES THE FLI-CiFi:- 

w’:' '«f : PAY TRI3JTE TO THE CREW’S COURASE, BUT WHAT WAS 
! ACCaiHPUSHED BY THE AIRCRAFT COMMANDER IS# WITHOUT ANY 

K- -EKA4feERAT10N# A REAL COMEAT FEAT, HE TOOK A DECISION WHICH CAN 

BE SAID TO HAVE BEEN FEASIBLE ONLY NOW# WHEN THE DEED HAS BEEN 
ACC 1MPLISHE3. BUT' ANY OTHER DECISION WOULD HAVE RESULIrlD IN 

r- A-T-RA#SIC E-ND," - - - 

j' YES, A LOFTY FEAT HAS SEEN ACCOMPLI SHE 0 BY COMMUNIS'? CAPT 
r- V, TSAR ALOV AND HIS CR£y, WORTHILY EXECUTIfiC THOR INTERNATIONAL 

: DJi-T-Y£, - A-FEA-T FOR THE SAKE OF THE AFSHANS^ PEAGfEFUL ANO HAPPY 

L I , 

CEHDALL) 8 JAN A Z/BENNET 1/WB 09/14541 JAN 

I' 
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